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Since 18 January, German journalist Eva Maria Michelmann and Kurdish journalist Ahmet
Polad (Mehmet Nizam Aslan) had been considered abducted. Thanks to extensive efforts and
a broad movement of solidarity, Eva Michelmann was released on 19 July 2026. Ahmet Polad
remains in detention and, according to the latest available eyewitness accounts, is being held

in Aleppo.

This dossier provides an overview of the circumstances surrounding the abduction of the two

journalists and the subsequent developments in the case.

Eva Maria Michelmann is a German citizen who, from 2022 onwards, regularly reported from
Rojava using an international press card. She published articles for media outlets including the
Turkish-language news agency Etkin Haber Ajansi (ETHA), reporting directly on protests and
developments on the ground. Before this, she regularly wrote for the German newspaper

Perspektive Online, focusing primarily on political issues relating to women's rights.

Ahmet Polad was born on 3 April 1999 in Gaziosmanpasa, Istanbul, to a Kurdish family originally
from Pervari (Siirt) that had migrated to Istanbul. Writing under the pen name Ahmet Polad, he
works as a journalist, editor for Kurdistan Azad, and producer for the television broadcaster Ozgiir
TV. Inspired by the democratic resistance in North and East Syria (Rojava), he decided to report
directly from the region. Alongside covering current events, he also writes articles for the news

agency ETHA. In Rojava, he serves as a correspondent for Ozgiir TV.

A member of the Yekitiya Ragihandina Azad (YRA) - the Press and Media Union of the Democratic
Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria - Ahmet Polad closely followed developments

on the ground and reported on them regularly.

He interviewed activists and politicians from across Kurdistan. Among the guests on the programs
he hosted was the late Salih Muslim!, a member of the Presidential Council of the PYD. He also
interviewed Bedran Ciya Kurd? , Co-Chair of the Department of Foreign Relations of the
Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria, as well as other representatives of the

Autonomous Administration.

On 18 January, Ahmet Polad was in Ragqga, where fighting had intensified as part of the offensive
against the Democratic Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (DAANES), reporting

on developments in the city.



Before being captured by forces of the Syrian transitional government, he and his colleague Eva
Maria Michelmann were sheltering in a youth centre that had been surrounded in Raqga.
Throughout the day, he repeatedly contacted his broadcaster in an effort to continue reporting live
from inside the building. In the final audio message he sent to his colleagues, he explained that the

siege was tightening.

Background to the Abduction of Ahmet Polad and Eva Maria Michelmann

On 28 February, the Turkish-language news platform ETHA reported® the arrest of the two
journalists. On 18 January, Ahmet Polad and Eva Michelmann had travelled to Ragqa to report on
the fighting that had intensified during the offensive against DAANES. Video footage recorded for
Ozgiir TV, in which Ahmet Polad speaks, captured the gunfire and clashes taking place on the

streets of the city.

As the fighting intensified, the two journalists sought shelter together with around 40 civilians
inside a building belonging to a youth organisation of the Democratic Autonomous Administration
of North and East Syria (DAANES). The building was eventually surrounded by forces of the
Syrian transitional government. Throughout the day, Ahmet Polad repeatedly contacted his
broadcaster in an attempt to continue reporting live. In his final audio message to colleagues, he
said that the siege had become increasingly severe. According to ETHA, numerous other buildings
in the city were also under attack at the same time, and heavy fighting was taking place across
Raqqa. After nightfall, Syrian transitional government forces reportedly tightened their encirclement

of the building before eventually entering its basement.

According to reports, several people were killed during the assault. Owing to repeated power and
internet outages, it has not been possible to establish a continuous record of events. The report also
states that the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) contacted the forces of the Syrian transitional
government to negotiate the evacuation of the civilians trapped inside the building. An agreement
was reportedly reached whereby the occupants would leave in small groups and make their way to
an area controlled by the SDF. Some of those evacuated succeeded in reaching SDF personnel
guarding the El-Aqtan Prison near Ragqa. However, when attempts were later made to contact the
evacuated group by telephone, it became clear that Eva Michelmann and Ahmet Polad had never

arrived there.

Extensive Investigative Work Has Moved the Case Forward

Thanks to the efforts of the legal team and contacts in North and East Syria, an increasing amount

of information about the day of the abduction has been gathered since the two journalists were



taken. At the beginning of the campaign, only the basic sequence of events surrounding their arrest
was known. Since then, further information concerning their whereabouts and condition has come

to light.

On 6 April, eyewitness Casim Mihemmed gave an account* of the events of 18 January. He stated
that, after leaving the building, both journalists were placed in a vehicle by security forces of the
Syrian transitional government. He also reported that Mohammed Abdul Ghani, the head of Internal
Security in Aleppo, was present at the scene. Casim Mihemmed later identified Abdul Ghani from a
photograph. Like many members of the transitional government's security forces, Abdul Ghani has

a background in the Islamist group Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS).

On 19 April, information provided by a former detainee revealed that both journalists were being
held in Aleppo. He had shared a prison cell with Ahmet Polad and reported that Polad had sustained
injuries to his hand and abdomen. The former detainee also mentioned that people in the prison had
been talking about a German female prisoner, leading to the suspicion - but not confirmation - that

this referred to Eva Michelmann.

On 23 April, Eva Michelmann was transferred to the capital, Damascus, and was visited the

following day by representatives of the German Consulate.

On 30 April, the Syrian government finally acknowledged® - albeit indirectly - that it was holding
Eva Michelmann and Ahmet Polad in custody. It arbitrarily alleged that the two journalists were
foreign fighters. However, records from the media organisations for which they work, their press
credentials, confirmation from the Free Press Union in North and East Syria (YRA), and the many

articles and reports they have published provide unequivocal evidence that both are journalists.

Polad's Case Is Not an Isolated One

On 6 January, the Syrian transitional government launched an offensive against the territories of the
Democratic Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (DAANES). During the fighting,
several cities - including Deir Hafir, Tabga, Ragga and Deir ez-Zor - were captured by transitional
government forces, forcing hundreds of thousands of civilians to flee their homes. In addition,
thousands of civilians and fighters from the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) were arrested or
simply disappeared. At the height of the crisis, Kongra Star® reported that as many as 4,000 people
were missing. Although some have since been released, many families are still searching for their
loved ones. It remains unknown whether those still missing are being detained, have been executed,

or are buried in mass graves.



The establishment of the new government has also had serious consequences for press freedom. A
complex accreditation system has been introduced, requiring journalists to report in line with the
government's narrative. They are prohibited from visiting what the authorities classify as "critical
areas", particularly regions inhabited by minority communities such as the Druze, Alawites and
Kurds. As a result, there are very few official reports or images documenting the human rights

violations committed since the end of 2024.

Journalists are now required to apply for accreditation from abroad, and the permits issued are valid
only for limited periods. This has made it extremely difficult for Kurdish media organisations
operating on the ground to report continuously. Arbitrary arrests of journalists have also become
increasingly common. In June, for example, the Syrian-British filmmaker and activist Hassan
Akkad was arbitrarily arrested and detained for four days after demanding greater transparency
from the Syrian government under the slogan "Give Us the Money That You Owe!" He called on
the authorities to disclose how international reconstruction funds were being spent and whether they

were actually reaching the population.

Activities Since the Abduction

Since news of the abduction of Eva Michelmann and Ahmet Polad became public, numerous
initiatives have sought to clarify their whereabouts and campaign for their release. Among those
who spoke out publicly were Members of the German Bundestag Sanae Abdi, Max Lucks and
Cansu Ozdemir, who called both for clarification of the case and for greater protection of journalists
working in conflict zones. Cansu Ozdemir also appealed directly to the German Federal
Government and the Federal Foreign Office. Bodo Ramelow, Cansu Ozdemir and Luise Amtsberg?
submitted written parliamentary questions to the German Government. At European level, 19
Members of the European Parliament addressed a letter to the European Commission®, while three
MEPs wrote to the European External Action Service®. The French parliamentarian Thomas Portes
and former member of the French National Assembly Pouria Amirshahi also publicly commented

on the case.

To mark the 100th day since the two journalists were abducted, an open letter'® addressed to the
German Chancellor, the German President and the President of the European Commission was
published. Signed by 160 supporters from the German Bundestag, the European Parliament,
politics, culture, journalism and democratic organisations, the letter called for the immediate release

of Eva Michelmann and Ahmet Polad.



The case also received extensive media coverage through outlets including Der Tagesspiegel, WDR,
DER SPIEGEL, Siiddeutsche Zeitung, T-Online, Deutschlandfunk and Deutsche Welle (DW).

International media, including The Washington Post!!, likewise reported on the case.

A number of NGOs, trade unions and organisations dedicated to protecting journalists and
defending press freedom also mobilised in support of the campaign. These included the German
Journalists' Association (DJV)'?, the trade union ver.di’3, the Committee to Protect Journalists
(CPJ)!4, the Free Press Union in North and East Syria (YRA), and the International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ)'5, all of which issued public statements on the case. Through the efforts of lawyer
Roland Meister, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) also became involved. The
organisation established contacts in the region, including with Mazloum Abdi, Commander-in-Chief

of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), in an effort to determine the journalists' whereabouts.

Press Conferences

Over the course of the campaign, four press conferences were held. They featured a spokesperson
from the solidarity initiative People's Bridge, lawyer Roland Meister, Eva Michelmann's brother Dr

Antonius Michelmann, and her mother Rotraut Hake-Michelmann.

At the first press conference, held on 10 March, the circumstances of the journalists' abduction were
outlined, and it was announced that contact had been established with the German Federal Foreign
Office. At that stage, all that was known was that Eva Michelmann and Ahmet Polad could no

longer be contacted and had not been seen for almost two months.

A second press conference took place in Cologne on 27 April. During this event, concrete new
information about the journalists' fate was made public for the first time, including confirmation
that Eva Michelmann's location had been established. The testimony gathered from eyewitnesses
had significantly advanced the investigation. Lawyer Roland Meister stressed that the situation
constituted a serious violation of fundamental rights. He stated that both journalists were being held
in isolation, that Ahmet Polad had reportedly been injured, and that Eva Michelmann had been

subjected to continuous interrogation.

The family further insisted that the case must become a top priority for both the European Union
and the German Government, particularly in light of what appeared to be their good relations with
the Syrian transitional government. On the occasion of the 100th day of the journalists' abduction,

they also announced the publication of the open letter signed by more than 160 supporters.

On 29 May, Roland Meister and Eva Michelmann's family met with representatives of the German

Federal Foreign Office. At the subsequent press conference in Berlin, they stated that the outcome



of the meeting had been unsatisfactory. Eva Michelmann had not been visited since 23 April, while

no information whatsoever had been received about Ahmet Polad since 19 April.

The fourth press conference was held on 9 July. During the event, the organisers thanked everyone
who had contributed to Eva Michelmann's release and announced that the campaign would continue
until Ahmet Polad was also free. Roland Meister argued that the German Government had been
aware of Eva Michelmann's detention from an early stage and accused it of having "sacrificed two
journalists for profit". On the same day, Eva Michelmann addressed the public for the first time

since her release in a recorded video message.

Eva Is Free - Ahmet Polad Is Not

After more than 152 days in detention, Eva Michelmann was released on 19 June and returned to
Germany, where she received a warm welcome. In a statement delivered on 9 July, she described

the inhumane conditions under which she had been imprisoned for more than five months.
She stated:

"Please do not believe that the HTS regime in Syria is democratic in any way. Its
methods are not even humane. Beatings and electric shocks are routine methods of

interrogation in this regime's prisons. "¢

She also expressed her solidarity with all those who remain imprisoned and called for the

immediate release of Ahmet Polad.

Ahmet Polad, however, remains in Syrian custody. Since 19 April, when a former detainee who had
shared a prison cell with him reported that he was alive but injured, there has been no official
information about his fate. At the beginning of July, a lawyer attempted to have a power of attorney
authorised by the Syrian authorities in order to visit Ahmet Polad. The request was rejected.
Officials stated that they could not approve it because doing so would amount to acknowledging
that he was being held in detention. The power of attorney was confiscated, and the lawyer was

subsequently insulted and ordered to leave.

We call for information about the whereabouts and state of health of the author and television
presenter Ahmet Polad. Following testimony from Eva Michelmann and other former detainees
confirming that prisoners are routinely subjected to prolonged solitary confinement and inhumane

torture, concerns for Ahmet Polad's wellbeing have become even more urgent.

His transfer to Turkey would pose a further serious threat to his freedom. The Turkish state and its

apparatus of repression continue to suppress democratic and opposition voices through waves of



arrests. Several of Ahmet Polad's colleagues were themselves arrested in February simply for

broadcasting an alternative television programme. Likewise, the Kurdish identity that Ahmet Polad

represents - and about which he has reported extensively - continues to be actively targeted and

stigmatised as "terrorist" by the Turkish state. Given the close cooperation between Turkey and

Syria, every effort must therefore be made to secure his safe departure to a third country rather than

allowing him to be transferred to Turkey.

We Call for the Following:

Immediate access for Ahmet Polad's legal representatives and family.

Protection for lawyer Roland Meister during his legal representation and any visit to

Damascus.

Access for the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and independent

medical professionals to assess Ahmet Polad's health.
No deportation or transfer to Turkey, given the high risk of torture and imprisonment.

The right for Ahmet Polad to leave Syria safely for a third country where he would not

face persecution.

The release of all journalists, pro-democracy activists and all those arbitrarily detained

in Syria.

For any enquiries, please contact us using the details provided.

Further information and additional documentation on the case can be found on the website of the

"Freedom for Eva and Ahmet"!” initiative.

People's Bridge
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